WOMONSPACE 


our voice in the lesbian community 


LONG TERM GOALS 


New members may be interested to 
know the directions Womonspace chose 
to follow last year. A long term goals 
committee worked for 6 months to prepare 
a guideline. Then, at the general 
meeting of May, 1984, their committee 
report was unanimously passed. The 
goals are outlined below: 


Goal #1: To hold annually; 

*monthly general meetings to deal 
with business 

*q monthly newsletter 

*monthly dances 

“minimum of four workshops 

*q New Year's Eve Social 

*one summer and one winter 
weekend/out of town activity 

“participation in International 
Women's Day 

“participation in Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Week 


Goal #2: Acquire a facility for a 
Womonspace centre which will] include: 


oe 


WOMONSPACE 
OUR HISTORY IS POWERFUL 


This month's issue of the Newsletter 
is sorely missing articles on the pre- 
Womonspace era and about the beginnings 
of our organization. 

Those of you who were out in the 
Edmonton area prior to the formation 
Womonspace, have an obligation to tell 
their sisters how lucky they are to 
have an organiZation just for them. 

As Adrienne Rich, a well-known, 
Lesbian-American poetess says in her 
forward to 'The Coming Out. Stories', 

"a deprivation of history is a depri- 
vation of power'', 


“office space 
*telephone information line 
*meeting space 
*workshop/film space 
*resource library 
Goal #3: Establish a multi-media 
Lesbian Resource Library 


Goal #4: Establish a peer counselling 
service within one year and begin to 
establish a system for referrals within 
Six months. 

Goal #5: Conduct profit-making acti- 
vities to ensure an operating budget 

for our centre, services and activities. 

Goal #3 is still in process. Any- 
one wishing to assist with the creation 
of the library is urged to leave her 
number on ourphone line: 424-7040. 

Goal #4 is the only one which has 
not yet been achieved. A lot of ground 
work has been done on this, however, 
and a preliminary referral list has 
been compiled. ) 

In order to maintain the achievement 
of our goals, all members are reminded 
of their responsibility. We rely on 
volunteer efforts; please keep up the 
good work. 

Lindy 

Surely what we need most right now, 
as an organization, is the power to 
carry on in spite of great difficulties, 
for the good of us all. Perhaps a 
glimpse at our history will help us ap- 
preciate what we have won. 

So come on, womyn, we need to hear 
from you by the August 15th deadline, 
for the September Issue of the News- 
letter. Please send us your support 
in an article, to WOMONSPACE NEWS, 

10055 - 110 St., Rm. 104, Edmonton, 


or contace Deborah (421-0790) or 
Lindy (483-6350). 


Deborah 


ANGER-SICKNESS 
What distinguishes justifiable anger 
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and its healthy expression from anger- 
sickness, is the uncontrollable impulse 
to judge and condemn someone else and 
assert the attitude that everything | 
think and do is right and everything 
you think and do is wrong. 

In the past few months, | have seen 
many womyn in the Womonspace organiza- 
tion become sick with anger and the 
situation distresses me greatly. The 
very unity of the group upon which we 
all depend for help, is being threat- 
ened by impulsive criticism and a lack 
of understanding that is anger-generated. 

Unless we stop this anger from well- 
ing up, fueled by thoughts that some- 
one has injured us or a friend, it will 
explode, destroying everything we have 
all worked so hard to build. 

How do we stop from turning into 
bees who kill themselves in stinging 
others? One answer lies in simply 
taking a detached view and remember- 
ing the words of the long-ago chi l1d- 
hood chant, ''Sticks and stones can 
break my bones, but names can never 
hurt me''. Unless we let them. 

Another way to prevent the build 
up of anger, is to express it ina 
positive manner. When someone does or 
says something that makes you feel bad 
or angry, tell them about it in an un- 
accusatory manner. You may find that 
the hurt was unintentional or get the 
apology you need to heal the wounds. 

Even if the injury is intentional, 
it is important that you do not retal- 
iate, because you can not hurt others 
without hurting yourself. What you 
gain in momemtary relief from an angry 
outburst, quite often returns like a 
boomarang. 

|1f Womonspace is to survive this 
recent bout of anger-sickness, it must 
first of all recognize that all is not 
well and then take measures to heal 
itself. In time, | hope attitudes will 
change, communication and understand- 
ing will return and we will have all 


learned from this experience. 
Deborah 
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FINDING THE FLAME 


Adventure is 
to swim the cool blue oceans 
of your eyes and scale the 
silky faces of your thighs, 
to trek inside your hot 
damp cave; caught far 
inside and made your slave, 
| gasp for breath, my 
muscles tense, the sweat 
rolls down between my 
breasts. 


Adventure is 
to ride the waves of thrust- 
ing hips and part your hot 
wet pulsing lips, stroking 
slow, then fast and deep; 
our passion builds and 
while you weep, | gasp for 
breath, my muscles tense, 
the sweat rolls down between 
my breasts. 


Adventure is 
to taste the secret potion 
you possess, my tongue 
responds to your caress. 
You pull me down and 
thrash and moan; then 
you are spent, relaxed 
and prone, | gasp for 
breath, my muscles 
tense, the sweat rolls 
down between my breasts. 


Adventure. 
Karen 
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WORDS OF WISDOM FROM 
ADRIENNE RICH 


And why is our common, ''moral 
and ordinary'' love of women not 
enough to create of us a maedenheap - 
a band of female warriors, a move- 
ment? Why are we still so rent among 


ourselves? Why does the vision tremble, 


fade, re-illume, blur, so that even 


committed friends, seeking shared trans- 


formations, can do violence to each? 

ls it simply that the powerless, the 
disempowered, act out their anger on 
each other instead of on their oppres- 
sors? Are women like all other oppres- 
sed peoples (which of course include 
women) or is our violence toward each 
other of a different order, stemming 
from different sources? 

until we believe that we have 

the right not merely to our love but 
to our power, we will continue to do 
harm among each other and in ourselves. 

The deprivation of our history is 
also a deprivation of power. The 
absence of names for our feelings is 
a deprivation of power. The desperate 
longing for mutuality, which leads us 
to try to bury our differences, isa 
deprivation of power, the power de- 
rived from difference, the twisting 
together of many strands into a stron- 
ger cable. 


(An excerpt from a Forward by Adrienne 
Rich to ‘The Coming Out Stories', Edi- 
ted by Susan J. Wolfe and Penelope 
Stanley, Persephone Press, Watertown, 
Massachusetts, Copyright 1980). 


LET'S BE POWERFUL 


Originally, | was going to write 
about 'working together as Lesbians 
in a world falling apart'. Everytime 
| collected my thoughts, experiences 
and stories, |! kept coming to ideas on 
POWER and CONTROL in my own personal 
life and in our community, as | see 
it anyways. 


So, without getting into a lot of 
nitty, gritty. detail. Id like to-de- 
fine power in relation to control, as 
exploiting and manipulating others 
(i.e. making decisions for others with- 
out getting their imput on how it ef- 
fects them) or through the use of lies, 
half truths, omissions, false witnes- 
sing and gossipping, etc. 

Another kind of power without con- 
trol I'd define as creative energy - 
something we all have within our im- 
mediate reach: the real, usable, dura- 
ble powers of love, intuition, commun- 
ication and cooperation which can get 
us what we want and make us genuinely 
happy. And, | think all people should 
be as powerful in this way as they can 
possibly be!! 

Giving up control will effect our 
whole person, psychologically as well 
as physically. The state of body and 
mind that goes with control-power is 
one of tension and rage, and a pre- 
occupation on controlling ourselves 
and others, makes us lose touch with 
our inner selves and the effects of 
this behavior on our bodies. We can 
become disconnected with our bodily 
feelings and its sensations. 

| personally believe that as a der- 
son learns to give up control, she can 
become more interested in caring about 
herself - what she eats, how she feels, 
whether she is doing enough exercise 
and is holding a painful amount of 
tension anywhere in her body. In turn, 
this will effect how she relates to 
other people and you know there's 
really a lot of truth in learning to 
love yourself before you can love an- 
other. I think the greatest need in 
our community is to teach each other 
to care for ourselves - it's the only 
true way we can grow as a group: 

| have had this experience of giv- 
ing up control and as a result, | can 
say | have experienced a whole new set 
of positive feelings, like compassion, 
understanding, forgiving and loving. 

What | want for myself and I think 
we should work for in our community, 


is a powerful awareness to replace 
control power behavior. I! want to 

be emotionally literate - to relate 
effectively, cooperatively, lovingly, 
nurturingly with other people and get 
what I/we want without oppressing and 
exploiting others. Working and learn- 
ing to be more emotionally literate 
could teach us about love and hate, 
intuition and paranoia, the difference 
between thought and emotions and how 
to use both together to give us power 
in our world. How about it, eh! 


Anne Mageau 


A WEEK OF CELEBRATION 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness week 
(GALA 85) took place here in Edmonton 
in June, with great success. The week 
kicked off for lesbians in the city 
with a wine and cheese party hosted by 
Womonspace at E.W.P. It was a lovely 
summer evening with lots of good con- 
versation and company. 


Friday was the night many Womonspace 


members had been waiting for: a jazz 
night featuring singer and pianist 
Louise Rose. Although attendance was 
disappointing and we lost money, those 
who heard the concert agreed that it 
was worth all the effort it took to 
produce it. The formal concert was 
followed by a reception (food was 
wonderful, as always) with Louise at 
the piano. Those of you who missed 
this event, which Womonspace and The 
Vocal Minority co-sponsored, should 
know better next time! 


Saturday night was the Gala Dance-- 


and did we dance! This was one of the 
best parties the gay and lesbian 
community of Edmonton has seen. 
Thanks GATE! 

Sunday morning dawned pouring rain, 
which meant we a!l wondered how we 


could picnic. But around noon the 
skies cleared and about thirty cars 
full sped out to Camp Harris, just 
west of the city. There was a great 
game of baseball (looked like the 
feminist kind--everyone having a good 
time and not very interested in winning. 
The rain started again, but some 
earnest soul had the bar-b-que lit, so 
we set out our food and cooked hot dogs 
in the drizzle. Supper was a community 
pot-luck with lots of good food. After 
supper about thirty people participated 
in Christian worship. All in all, a 
satisfying day, in spite of the weather. 
Throughout the week (and continuing 
through August) the Princess Theatre 
was screening films with gay/lesbian 
content. On Monday evening, after a 
showing of the academy award-winning 
documentary ''The Times of Harvey Mi 1k" 
fifty people gathered to discuss the 
film's portrayal of a gay activist, 
and its relevance to gays and lesbians 
in Edmonton. Among the suggestions 
was the idea that we hold a Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Parade next year during 


GALA. In many cities, a parade is the 
only way Stonewall Day is observed. 
Anyone care to organize a parade next 
year??? 

The forum on gender identity was 
educational, to say the least. Womon- 
space helped sponsor Holly Devore to 
visit Edmonton to share with us the 
results of her M.A. thesis. She told 
us about womyn (straight and lesbian) 
she had interviewed because they are 
repeatedly mistaken for men. She drew 
some very interesting conclusions 
about sexual identity and gender iden- 
tity. A lively discussion followed 


the presentation, shich included 


another guest explaining his thoughts 
about radical drag. 

Wednesday was a treat for ''bookish!'! 
womyn as Common Woman Books had a wine 
and cheese party and discount on lesbian 
books. The event must have been a 
success because when | was in the store 
a few days later, the shelves were 
pretty empty. 


Something else which continued 
through GALA week was an art show of 
works of local artists. | was thrilled 
with the high quality and diversity of 
the works and I'm sure this event will 
grow over the next few years. 

Gay and Lesbian Pride Day saw the 
first attempt at a poetry/prose reading. 
Although the organizers weren't flooded 
with original works, they did put to- 
gether an hour-long program. Two 
people (one from Calgary) read their 
own work, and then a number of people 
treated the small audience to readings 
of works by contemporary lesbian and 
gay writers. | was disappointed that 
there were only a few womyn in atten- 
dance, because fully half of the work 
presented was lesbian. So take note, 
writers: let's see you reading your 
work next year, with all of your friends 
there to listen. 

GALA week was stimulating and 
exciting. | am constantly amazed by 
the diversity of our Edmonton community. 
However, although there were new faces 
at each of the events, there were also 
the same faces you see at all the 
Womonspace events or anything else the 
community organizes. Unless GALA is a 
celebration which attracts all members 


of the Edmonton lesbian and gay 
community, its statement of pride is 
somewhatolFuLUIEeSs 4. So, it +s up site 
each one of us to let our voice be 
heard in the planning process, and 
our selves seen at the events. 
Looking forward to GALA 86! 
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SPEAK TO: JACKIE bus.429-4287 


Earthwood Crafts 


Fine Furniture Refinishing 
4260 - 93 Street, Edmonton, Alta. 


Audrey Lilge 
Bus: 461-2207 Res: 436-7456 
Repairs — Estimates — Pick-up & Del. 


design & layout 
429-4287 


leryte 
Geaptics 


- logos - posters 

- business ecards - pamphlets 

- letterheads -newsletters 

- 20% DISCOUNT FOR ACTIVE 
WOMCNSPACE MEMBERS 


ARE YOUees 
*working overtime without pay? 
*fearful of being fired if you 
become pregnant? 
*being forced to work on your day 
off or on Sunday? 
*angry at having no say in deci- 
sions that affect your life? 
*concerned about balancing work 
responsibilities at home and on 
the job? 
CALL THE WORKING WOMEN'S HOTLINE: 
- 432-1259 - 


LIQUOR HAULING CONTRACT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


On June 4, 1985, | announced to the 
Board that | would not be hauling li- 
quor for dances anymore. The June 15th 
dance would be my last. 

The person who does this job needs 
a lockable, totally enclosed van or 
pick-up. Womonspace pays $50.00 for 
the rental of your vehicle, as this is 
equivalent to what it would cost to 
rent a van commercially for 3 or 4 
days. 


Your labor is donated and includes: 
getting a liquor permit and being res- 
ponsible for the enforcement of the 
regulations, working Saturday, the day 
of the dance from 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and from midnight to about 3 a.m. and 
hauling liquor and empties, to and 
from the dance hall. 

You must be available during the 
normal business hours, between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. in order to pick up the 
liquor permit (2 or 3 hours on the 
Thursday before the dance) and do the 
returns the following Monday or Tues- 
day (again, for 2 or 3 hours). 

This is a fairly heavy job, physi- 
cally and is best done by more than 
one person. It also entails hauling 
the bar supplies, which may be stored 
at your house or at the Womonspace 
office. 

If you are interested in donating 
your vehicle, time and energy to the 
benefit of your community and the con- 
tinuance of monthly dance, please con- 
tact the Womonspace office at 488-2918. 


JUDE 
Hizabeth MASSIAH, M.S.W. 
FEMINIST THERAPIST 


(bus.) 422-3022 
(res.) 481-5973 


Edmonton 


== Judesuits 
fine clothing custom-made 
classic tailoring for womyn 


Jude Major, tailor 
429-2355 
specialist in 
silk, wool, linen, cotton 
“anything in cloth" 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


101737104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


GATE 
Wednesday nights are women's nights 
at the Gay Alliance Towards Equality 
office. Drop in at 10173 - 104 Street 
between 7 and 10 pm. Counsellors on 
duty are Maureen, Anne and Betty. © 
GATE also has a good library. 


Gloroscopes 


Recognize and realize your inner 
potential! Accurate, reliable birth 
charts calculated and interpreted at 
reasonable cost. 


Call Linda at 963-6710 


RESOURGESSEIST 


A listing of feminist and lesbian 
periodicals will soon be available in 
the Womonspace office. Elaine K. has 
compiled the list which includes maga- 
Zines and newspapers from Japan, Mexico 
and Australia as well as most European 
countries.” Of course there are a 
great many available from the States 
and Canada too. 

The completed Resources List will 
include explanatory details or reviews 
about some of the periodicals; all will 
have subscription information. What 
better way to keep in touch with the 
world outside of Edmonton than to start 
receiving some of these at home? 

At Womonspace we are now receiving 
the following: THE NEWSMAGAZINE FOR 
ALBERTA WOMEN; Every Woman's Place 
newsletter (Edmonton); THE OPEN DOOR: 


RURAL LESBIAN NEWSLETTER (Terrace, B.C.) 


TAPESTRY: OKANAGAN & SHUSWAP WOMEN!'S 
QUARTERLY (Vernon, B.C.); the GARD 
newsletter (Red Deer, Alta.); LABYRIS 


NEWS (Regina, Sask.); HERIZONS NEWS- 
MAGAZINE (Winnipeg, Man.); VOICES FOR 


LESBIAN SURVIVAL (Kenora, Ont.); RITES; 
BROADSIDE: A FEMINIST REVIEW (Toronto, 


Ont.) and LESBIAN CONNECTION (Michigan). 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thrusday is drop-in night 
from 7 - 9 at Womonspace. We are in 
the Women's Building at 10055 - 110 St. 
All women are welcome. 

LESBIAN TALK NIGHT 

Third Thursday night of each month 

J eI pmeorm later) 

Womonspace 

Gather for an evening to discuss 
issues of lesbianism/feminism. 
Bring your suggestions for topics 
(ideas, articles, books to read, etc) 
At the end of each evening we choose 
our topic for the next Lesbian Talk 
Night and decide if we need to 
distribute reading materials. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 


We will be having dances during July 

and August. Your help is desperately 
needed to make sure all dances are run 
smoothly. Please leave your name on 

the phone line. You don't have to be ~ 
a member to volunteer!! (but it would 
be nice). 


!NEW DANCE HALL: 


Thanks to the efforts of Kim M. 
and Kathryn D. we have a wonderful 
new dance hall. Not only is it 
bigger and better than Hazeldean in 
many ways, it's cheaper too: 

Commencing July 20th, our regular 
monthly dances will be held at the 
Highlands Community League Hall, loca- 
ted at 11333 - 62 Street. See you 
there: 

THE BIG MOVE 


We are now in our spacious new 
Womonspace office in room 104, at 
10055 - 110 Street. A very warm thank 
you is extended to all the dykes who 
showed up to help with the move. 
Special thanks go to Deborah, who 
organized the event. 

Now we need posters, plants, chairs 
and shelving to add to our place. If 
you have anything to spare, please 
feel free to do so. Come check out 
the new place at our next lesbian drop- 
in, held every Thursday from 7 - 9 pm. 


Lindy 


WOMEN TRAVELLERS 


Three women are working on a 
feminist travel guide which is to be 
published in 1986. If you are inter- 
ested in contributing to this world- 
wide guide, they are looking for 
pieces up to 2,000 words long on your 
experience in any one country. 

Write to: Lucinda Montifiore, 

16 Kennington Park Place, London SE16, 
England. 
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Activities ~ 
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WILD HAY RIVER 
HERE WE COME! 


all campers! Pack up the 
out the old sleeping bag - 
is going camping, August 
23, 24 and 25 to Wild Hay River pri- 
vate group camp. 

To get there friday night, just go 
West on Highway 16, past Hinton to 


Calling 
tent, haul 
Womonspace 


Highway 40 and head North for 20 miles. 


At the 'Rock Lake' sign turn left and 
go 2 miles, over a bridge, keeping 
left all the way to the gate. 


The Ranger says the roads are great, 
so rain or shine, come join us ina 
celebration of nature. Need a ride? 
Call Womonspace at 424-7040. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


The next WOMONSPACE NEWS meeting 
will be on Thursday, August 15, at 
the Womonspace office, from 7 pm. to 
8 pm. If you would like to help with 
our newsletter, please come to the 
meeting. Also, remember that the 15th 
of the month is the deadline for 
submissions for next month's issue. 
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GAY THEMES IN FILM 


Gay themes in film, a series 
which ''reviews the treatment of gays 
in film, ranging from the Hollywood 
product of the late 50's to the 1984 
Academy Award-winning documentary 
The Times of Harvey Milk'' continues 
at the Princess Theatre. 


Silkwood - August 5 

Some Like It Hot - August 10 
Streamers - August 14 
Another Country - August 26 


*BASEBALL* 


If you are interested in recrea- 
tional baseball for gay men and les- 
bians, then you are welcome to join 
our co-ed team. We meet Sundays, 
between 12:00 noon and 2:30 p.m. 
at Oliver School (102 Avenue and 117 
Street), at the southeast diamond. 

Also, we are looking for womyn who 
are interested in participating in 
baseball during the Gay Summer Games 
in Vancouver. Call John at 428-0772. 


GENERAL MEETING 


The next general meeting will be 
held at 7:30 pm on August 13 at 
10055 - 110 Street. Everyone is 
we lcome . 
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PLEASE NOTE: 


Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 


Womonspace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational society of 
Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational organization for 


lesbians in edmonton. Mailing address: 


& 424-7040 
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